THE RECONSTRUCTION OF EUROPE
determined, by a specific and definitive formula, why we
must acknowledge that the Congress of Vienna was a
great success, All the solutions which it gave to the im-
mense problems caused by the Revolution were not good
Some of them were mediocre; and they created new prob-
lems-Germany and Italy, for instance-over which men
have not stopped worrying and will not stop for a long
time, But the Congress freed Europe from the great
panic; therein lies its brilliant and immortal success,
During the century between 1815 and 1914, Europe suf-
fered less than in any other period of its history from the
fears which cause mankind to tremble and become frantic,
and had more confidence than ever before in the present
and the future, which is essential to every real civilization,
That is the difference between 1815 and 1919, The Con-
gress of Vienna marked the end, the Congress of Paris
the beginning, of one of the greatest panics in all history,